
Welcome to Maritime Information Systems 
Merchant Vessel Database 

(MVDB)

MVDB for Windows 95* and Windows 98 offers a complete U.S. Vessel Documentation database
capable of searching, saving, exporting, and label printing.

The software CD includes:
C U.S. Documented Vessels
C Searching by various category fields , such as:

C Document number
C Vessel name
C Managing owner
C City
C State
C Zipcode
C Builder
C Year built
C Length
C Breadth

C Depth
C Gross tons
C Horsepower
C Hull design type
C Hull Material
C Doc status
C Hailing port
C Trade indicator
C Service type

C Search by Keyword
C Sorting
C Saving & Exporting
C Printing of individual records
C Printing mailing labels
C Help menu for searching and category descriptions
C Main Screen (Opening Menu) database record count button 284,000+. This button will display

number of records found in searches, as well as total records when all searches are cleared.



Minimum required hardware
C Pentium 90 or higher with 16mg RAM or higher; Windows 95* (Windows 95 users may be required

to download Service Pack 2 from Microsoft to install ODBC files); Windows 98
C VGA or higher monitor
C Hard drive install requires space available (120mb minimum)

About this Getting Started Guide
This guide contains instructions for installing on a stand alone PC and provides basic Getting Started
information. For field descriptors, please see Help file.  The program is network capable, however, no
technical support is available, and the product is sold as a stand alone product.

To Install MVDB
• Start Windows. Insert the CD into your computer’s CD-ROM drive.
• Auto Run feature will initiate automatically and install screen will appear. Click INSTALL on the CD-

ROM Installation Screen. Continue following on-screen instructions to install. 
Note: Hard Drive install places entire database (data & program) in: C:\Program Files\MVDB7 file
folder, unless specifically instructed to place in another location on hard drive. Leaving data on CD-ROM
will slow searching but requires less available hard drive space. For Network install program should be
placed on individual workstations with data file (MVDB_data.mdb) placed on server.

Getting Started  After the installation process is complete, an icon should appear on your desktop for
MVDB7, click to open program.  Program may also be started by going to C:/Program Files/MVDB7
(unless when installing you specified a different file folder location.)

From Main Menu: To View Individual Records, click Show Record View. Individual records may be
viewed, as well as navigation from record to record for entire database of 284,000+ records. (To
navigate through records click >> for next record or << for previous record.)



To View Table View, click Show Table View to view entire database of 284,000+ records in
spreadsheet table view. Scrolling through records to view, use horizontal or vertical scroll bars.

Database Count Button – Total count of Vessel Document Database is 284,000+. This button is
extremely important as to what records you are accessing at any given time. After a specific search, the
Count Button will read the number of records located in search results. Use Clear Search to return to the
entire database of 284,000.

To Search for Subset of database, click Search.MVDB Search dialog box appears.
To search by Category, click down arrow and choose Category. (See Category List on Pg 1.)
Choose search operator (= equals, > greater than, less than, >= greater than or equal to, <= less than or
equal to, <> not equal to, like.) 
Choose Key Word: 

                    Category      Operator    Key Word
Example:  Vessel Name      =           Bagheera    (or specific name of vessel)
C Choose Sort order
C Click order of sort (Ascending A-Z, Descending Z-A)
C Click Search

Table view of entire search result will appear.  Note database number has changed from 284,000 
number of records found in specific search results. (Example: Bagheera search resulted in a Subset of the
overall database listing 1 of 4 records found, record number shows 1 of 4 in Subset). Click Show Record
View to view records in single record form view. Navigate through Subset results with arrow keys (<< or
>>).

Close Table View or Close Record View  - click on appropriate button to return to the Main Menu
(Opening Menu). Search Results will continue to show on database count button of 1 of 4. 

Once again, Click Search button. Previous Search criteria is still listed in dialog box. Click CLEAR
SEARCH to remove previous search results and return to entire database. Click Close. Note that the
Record number indicates 1 of 284,000.

Re-defining search of existing Subset
Once a Subset of records has been found, you can continue the existing search. 
                 Category          Operator     Key Word
Example: Vessel Name          =           Bagheera (or specific name of vessel) (total of Subset is 4 records)

Expand Search:
                  Additional Argument     Category     Operator    Key Word
Example:           AND                 Trade Indicator       =          Recreation

Click Search. Subset is now 1 of 2.



Export Current Search
While viewing Subset of records, Click File, Export, a dialog box will appear with information pertaining
to the number of records and size of file to be exported.  Click Export to continue.  The Save As dialog
box will appear with the suggested location of the exported records, accept this suggested location and
name for the .TXT (text) file to be saved, or choose alternative name and file location, and click Save.
This saved text file may now be opened and utilized by any program capable of reading text documents.

HELP!!
Help files give additional Search and Vessel descriptor information and may be printed out for use.

Print Individual Record from search
Show Record View click Print Record. A Print Preview screen appears, click Print, click OK. To close
and return to Record View click Close.

Print Labels from search
From Table View or Record View, click File, Print, choose Avery Label style required, Print Preview
view of how labels will appear. Click Print to continue.

Important Information
This user guide and the software described in it are copyrighted with all rights reserved.  Neither the guide
nor software may be translated, copied, reproduced, or republished in any form without the written
consent of Maritime Information Systems.  The software and user guide are licensed and must be used in
accordance with the terms and conditions of the License agreement.

Maritime Information Systems, U.S. Maritime Information System, Maritime Information Vessel
Database (MVDB), and the Maritime Information System Logo are registered trademarks of Maritime
Information Systems. MS Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.

Copyright 2001 Maritime Information Systems. All rights reserved.

Maritime Information Systems
2390 Shelter Island Drive #220

San Diego, CA 92106
(800) 325-8061

E-mail: boatman@stolenboats.com
http:// www.boatman.com
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PRODUCT LICENSE AGREEMENT Maritime Information Systems, CD License. Read license
before use or accessing data. Using the software, you agree to be bound by terms of license. If you do
not agree to terms of  License, return the disk and manual. 
1. License.  User guide & software on disk (“Software”) accompanying this License (“the Product”) are

licensed to you by Maritime Information Systems. This License allows you (“You”) to use the Product
on a single computer &/or access the Product over a network for use on other connected computers
provided the network is accessible only within your organization. This product contains Software from
Microsoft (“MS”), whose warranties & representations contained herein are related solely to the
software. Maritime Information Systems agrees to indemnify, hold harmless, & defend MS & its
suppliers from & against any claims that arise or result from the use or distribution of this product.
Maritime Information Systems hereby grants to You and You accept, a perpetual, non-transferable,
non-exclusive License to use the Software subject to the terms set forth herein. Title & ownership in
the Software are & shall at all times remain with MS.  Maritime Information Systems warrants that it
has the right to grant the sub license herein. You may not sub license, assign or transfer any of the
rights, duties, or obligations hereunder will result in termination of the sub license. You shall not
distribute, rent, sub license or lease the Software or use the Software in a timesharing environment.
You shall not use, copy, modify, alter, adapt or transfer in whole or part, the Software including, but
not limited to translating, recompiling, disassembling, or creating derivative works of any Software
provided by Maritime Information Systems hereunder.

2. Termination. License is effective until terminated. You may terminate License at any time by destroying
Product & all derivative materials obtained from product. License will terminate5 without notice from
MIS if you fail to comply with any provision of this License.  Upon termination, you must destroy the
Product, all copies in any form thereof and all derivative materials obtained from the Product and
provide Maritime Information Systems with an affidavit of destruction confirming that this has been
done.

3. Limited Warranty on Media. Maritime Information Systems warrants the compact disk on which the
Software and listing information are recorded to be free from defects in materials and workmanship
under normal use for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of delivery.  Maritime Information
Systems’ entire liability and your exclusive remedy will be the replacement of the compact disk not
meeting Maritime Information Systems’ limited warranty and which is returned to Maritime Information
Systems.  Maritime Information Systems will have no responsibility to replace a compact disk
damaged by accident, abuse or misapplication.  Neither Maritime Information Systems nor Microsoft
warrant that the product will meet Your requirements or that it will operate in an error free manner. 
Except as provided above, Maritime Information Systems and Microsoft make no warranty or
presentation, eighter express or implied, with respect to the Product, including its quality, performance
or fitness for a particular purpose.  The warranty set forth above is exclusive and in lieu of all others,
oral, written, express or implied.  In no event will Maritime Information Systems or Microsoft be liable
for direct, indirect, special, incidental, punitive, exemplary or consequential damages arising out of the
use or inability to use the Product, whether based upon contract, negligence, strict liability or
otherwise, even if advised of the possibility of such damages. Specifically, Maritime Information
Systems and Microsoft are not responsible for costs, including but not limited to, those incurred as the
result of lost profits or revenue, loss of the computer program, loss of data, the cost of recovering such
programs or data, the cost of any substitute program, claims by third
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parties, or for other similar costs. In no case shall liability exceed $10.00.
4. Controlling Law and Severability.  This License shall be governed by and construed in accordance

with the laws of the United States of America and the State of California, as applied to agreements
entered 

into and to be performed entirely with California between California residents.  It for any a court of
competent jurisdiction finds any 

5. provision of this License, or portion thereof, to be unenforceable, that provision of the License shall be
enforced to the maximum extent permissible so as to effect the intent of the parties, and the remainder
of this License shall continue in full force and effect.

6. Complete Agreement.  This License constitutes the entire agreement between the parties with respect
to the use of the Software, disk, and the user guide, and supersedes all prior or contemporaneous
understanding or agreements, written or oral, regarding such subject matter. No amendment to or
modification of this License will be binding unless in writing and signed by a duly authorized
representative of Maritime Information Systems.

E-mail: boatman@stolenboats.com
http:// www.boatman.com
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